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Administrator’s Message    

As we enter the month of March, we know 
that spring is on its way. With the arrival of 
spring comes the renewal of our natural re-
sources.  What are the natural resources of 
a school?  Our students, parents, teachers, 
administrators, support staff, Board and 
community members are all important stake-
holders in the success of our students.  

 

Typically when we think about success in ed-
ucation we reflect on the traditional practic-
es, the 3Rs of reading, writing and arithme-
tic. Equally as important to success are the 
3Ps of learning: persistence, patience and 
passion.  

 

As a school community, we need to ‘persist’ 
in creating and maintaining a climate that 
makes the achievement of excellence possi-
ble. Part of this climate is the fostering of a 
positive attitude towards education, school 
and learning. To create this excitement, edu-
cators need to encourage innovation and be 
open to new ideas and approaches as we con-
tinue to experience  “climate change” - a 
change in the way we support and promote 
learning. Innovation used to be considered a 
solo endeavour. More and more we under-
stand that  innovation requires teamwork.   

 

The second key focus is ‘patience’. Teach-
ers are paragons of patience because learn-
ing is, by its very nature, an incremental 
process. It takes patience to wait for the 
class to settle after a break just as it takes 
patience at home while a child gets ready 
for school. It takes patience to articulate 
and explain new concepts just as it takes 
patience in the household to support chil-
dren in completing their homework. It re-
quires patience as we watch for new initia-
tives and directions to unfold and bear 
fruit—initiatives undertaken to increase 
student achievement and student well-
being. 

 

The third important focus is ‘passion’. Pas-
sion for education starts out as a very per-
sonal experience: an appreciative response 
from having shared knowledge with some-
one;  pride in having mastered a skill; praise 
from a friend or loved one.  As you have 
passion for your children, we as educators 
have a passion for ensuring that each child 
in our care has an opportunity to be suc-
cessful.  It is our passion for our students, 
their education, and our community that 
makes Bayview Fairways Public School  the 
school that it is.  
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“Success is a journey, not a destination.    
The doing is often more important than the 
outcome.” 

 

~ Arthur Ashe 
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There has been considerable talk about math results in our Elementary Schools in Ontario. With that talk, 
there has been much discussion about our current government’s mandate to school boards to start new and 
refreshed math-focused initiatives. 
 
At Bayview Fairways, we are fortunate that our student community has strong results in math.  In order to 
make sure that this will continue going forward, we are working closely with our students, analyzing their suc-
cesses and challenges, and looking at new ways to address our students’ ongoing learning. 
 
A trend that is becoming particularly noticeable throughout the public school system is that students who ex-
cel in math are very good at answering questions that involve various operations (e.g., adding, subtracting, mul-
tiplying, dividing), and can even successfully solve questions that involve multiple steps in more complex ways. 
 
Where students in Ontario tend to have difficulty is when the expected response is not clear cut, and it is up 
to them to determine, “What am I really being asked here,” and “How do I figure out what to do to answer 
this?”  It is in this area where Elementary Schools are putting the emphasis in our math teaching. 
 
Rather than having a teacher stand in front of a group of children telling them how to solve a problem, teach-
ers are moving into the role of math facilitators, encouraging students to persevere, to try, to make mistakes 
and reflect on these mistakes, and to make decisions that will teach not rote skills but resilience. 
 
As schools move forward, there is less emphasis on getting the answer “right,” and more emphasis on figuring 
things out.  More so, there is emphasis in figuring things out with others rather than standing alone.  In this 
way, students learn that mistakes are acceptable parts of learning, frustration and struggle are things to 
work through rather than avoid, and working with a variety of people who think in a variety of ways is the 
norm rather than the exception. 
 
Additionally, there is an increased focus on making mathematical thinking a natural part of life for all, in the 
same way that being able to read is considered a given.  There has long been much emphasis on having at least 
basic literacy skills; however, the idea that intelligent people are sometimes “not math people” has also long 
been considered acceptable thinking.  The goal in schools is to remind students, and also communities, that we 
are all math people and we use math every day to solve problems. 
 
Parking a car successfully involves visual spatial skills developed in geometry.  Deciding how much of an item to 
purchase based on a budget requires mental math and sometimes algebra.  Organizing a closet requires sorting 
skills that are learned in Data Management. Anticipating the likelihood that you will need your umbrella re-
quires skills learned in Probability.  Choosing the right size of carpet for your living room requires Measure-
ment skills. 
 
A recent article in the Washington Post by Petra Bonfert-Taylor, a professor of engineering at Dartmouth 
College, discusses the need for teachers and families to speak of math skills in terms of their natural occur-
rence in daily life, and not as something that should produce anxiety or to be avoided because it is the way 
“other people” think.  The seemingly relatable, “I had trouble in math when I was your age,” actually disserves 
our young people by giving them permission to avoid what they need to be doing every day in order to be suc-
cessful.  We would never suggest, “I never liked reading when I was your age. It’s okay if you don’t read,” so 
we must think of math in the same way. 
 
We need to be raising our current generation of young people to think of themselves as mathematicians in or-
der to support their learning now as well as to prepare them for the world that is unfolding before them.  This 
world, which will require them to problem solve, to persevere, to work through frustration, is one in which 
they will all be vastly more resilient and growth oriented if we give them the opportunity to struggle and over-
come on the path to success. 
 
A link to the Washington Post article can be found here: 
 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/04/25/stop-telling-kids-youre-bad-at-math-
you-are-spreading-math-anxiety-like-a-virus/?utm_term=.b8d8158f0ea4 

Curriculum Corner 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/04/25/stop-telling-kids-youre-bad-at-math-you-are-spreading-math-anxiety-like-a-virus/?utm_term=.b8d8158f0ea4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/04/25/stop-telling-kids-youre-bad-at-math-you-are-spreading-math-anxiety-like-a-virus/?utm_term=.b8d8158f0ea4
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It is important that we always have up to date, accurate information on file for your child(ren). Please notify 
the office if you have a change in address, new contact information such as phone numbers or e-mail address-
es, or new medical information pertaining to your child. We require this information so that we can contact 
you immediately if the situation requires.  Please support us in keeping this information current.  

In planning for next year’s classes, it is most helpful to know if your child/ren will be attending another school 
in September 2017 (high school not included). If your child/ren will not be returning, please complete and re-
turn the information below to your child’s teacher. If your child currently attends Bayview Fairways Public 
School and you have moved out of the school’s attendance area, please contact Mrs. Siavelis, at the school of-
fice. Mrs. Siavelis will advise you on how to make arrangements for your child’s September placement at their 
new school.  

 
 
 

BAYVIEW FAIRWAYS PUBLIC SCHOOL 
NOT RETURNING SEPTEMBER 2017 

 
Student Name(s): ___________________________________________ will not be returning to Bayview 
Fairways Public School in September 2017.  
 
Next School: __________________________________________ 

School Contact Information 

Are You Planning on Moving 

Transportation: Bussing 

As a reminder parents/guardians are asked to wait with their child for the bus in the morning as well as meet the 
bus upon their child’s return at the end of the day. Children in Kindergarten will NOT be let off the bus in the 
event a parent/guardian is not there to meet the bus. The child will be returned to the school and par-
ents/guardians will be phoned to come and get their child.  

 

As school buses may be at full capacity, students who are bus eligible must ride on the bus to which they are as-
signed. Students are not allowed to ride on a friend’s bus.  Below are the provisions for eligibility identified in the 
Board’s Transportation Policy #680: 

 

All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not eligible for transportation 

All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not eligible for transportation 

 

For more information about bus transportation and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit 
www.schoolbuscity.com. 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com
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Our focus for March, is perseverance. Perseverance is 
when: We stick to a goal and work hard even in the face 
of obstacles and challenges. We complete all tasks and 
assignments. 

 

Students show perseverance when they: 

 give up television time to spend hours studying 

 try a new sport that is very difficult but they don't 
give up 

 have missed a week of school but work hard to catch 
up 

 save money and make sacrifices to buy something 

 try out for something they weren't successful at the 
first time 

 

Parents/guardians can support their children by     
reviewing these key ideas: 

 when something doesn't work the first time, try again 
and again 

 don't lose your temper when something upsets you 

 always finish what you start 

 work a little harder or a few minutes longer on a task 
that you do not like 

Character Corner: Perseverance and Integrity 

Our focus for the month of April is integrity. Integ-
rity is when: We are truthful and sincere. We en-
sure consistency between what we say and what we 
do, as well as between what we believe and how we 
behave.  

 
Students can demonstrate integrity by: 

 acknowledging when they made a mistake 

 being honourable and fair when playing a game or 
when working with others 

 being genuine and loyal to their friends 

 telling the truth despite the consequences  

 voicing their opinion in a kind, thoughtful way  

 "telling on" someone only when necessary  

 doing their own homework  

 following through on a promise  

 completing an assignment in their own words  

 keeping a friend's secret  
 

To teach integrity, encourage children to: 

 accept responsibility for their own actions; rather 
than blame others 

 be honest about their feelings  

 consider the consequences before acting 

 think of others, when confronted with a situation 
 

Children can put integrity into action by: 

 thanking/complimenting someone for being honest 

 telling their parents about a mistake they've 
made  

 being honest when they've done something wrong 

 expressing their feelings calmly, without blaming 
others, without exaggerating, and without hurting 
the feelings of someone else 

 turning in something that is lost and encouraging 
others to do the same 

 admitting a mistake or error in judgment and apol-
ogizing to anyone it might have affected 

 being truthful with friends  

“Real integrity is doing the right 
thing, knowing that nobody’s going 
to know whether you did it or not.”  

 

~Oprah Winfrey 
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The Learning Commons is a space that promotes collaborative learning. As part of our Learning Commons, we have 
also created a Makerspace; a place where our students can come together to use, and learn to use various materials. 
Makerspaces promote learning and exploration through inquiry and hands-on problems solving. Activities include a 
Lego wall, circuit kits, and building kits. Our Learning Commons and Makerspace play an integral role in supporting: 
 literacy, including multi-literacies and creating and sustaining engaged readers 
 numeracy 
 knowledge, thinking, communication and application of learning 
 the development of imagination, creativity, communication, and problem-solving as seen in authentic inquiry 
 equitable access to a wide variety of resources 
 the seamless integration of technology into learning  
 
I think that the Maker Space in the learning commons (formerly the library) is delightful. The games are educational. There are centres 
that incorporate fun activities from different subject areas. These games allow children to learn and make new friends, as well as have 
fun at the same time! This can get children excited about learning too. I think it was a very good idea to bring in this fresh and positive 
opportunity for students to learn new things.  ~ YA: Grade 6 

Library Learning Commons and Makerspace 

Day of Wellness 

Fundraising 

During the month of February Bayview Fairways students with incredible support from their families participated in 
our Chocolate Fundraiser. All funds raised from this event have been designated for resources to support our School 
Improvement Plan, including the modernization of our library  into a learning commons. Part of this improvement plan 
is providing our students with access to modern resources and technology and a maker space.  
 
The excitement in the school over the course of this two week event was energizing. Students would visit the foyer 
area daily to see how their class was performing in relation to the other classes, in hopes of winning a class pizza par-
ty. In the end only thirty dollars separated the top two classes, so both Mr. Parfitt’s class and Ms. Tonus’ class will 
be getting a pizza lunch.  
 
By the end of the fundraiser over $7000 was raised for the school. Thank you to everyone for their fantastic sup-
port and involvement. We appreciate the work of School Council in providing opportunities for our students. Thank 
you to the School Council fundraising committee for their time and effort in organizing and actively supporting this 
wonderful initiative.  

On Friday, February, 17 Bayview Fairways held our first ever Day of Wellness. This incredible initiative was a day 
long event which introduced our students to activities and tools to support in their physical and emotional well-being. 
The students took part in a variety of engaging workshops which included: Yoga, Nutrition, Dental Health, Hip Hop, 
Healing Breathing, Art, and Therapeutic Drumming.  
 
The response from students was overwhelmingly positive. In between sessions the halls were filled with excited con-
versations about the session attended as well as anticipation for the activities ahead.  
 
As with any successful well planned event, a team is required to create the opportunity for learning. Thank you to 
Ms. Knopman, Ms. Dowling, Mme. Stewart and Mrs. Nardi for a wonderful experience for all.  
 
I really enjoyed taking part in the Wellness Day events. My favourite activity was the Zentangle Art and surprisingly the yoga. The Henna 
art was very popular. The drumming was fun and I liked eating the nutritious snacks at the end of the day. It was a great way to try new 
things. I hope this becomes a yearly event. ~ JK: Gr. 7 
 
Mrs. Cowan and Mrs. Ghuman’s FDK class loved wellness day. We wish we could do it again. Our favourite parts were the Henna, hip hop 
dancing and making calming jars. We love shaking them at home and watching the sparkles fall to the bottom.  
 
I think that the Wellness Day was really fun and well organized. We had opportunities to do things that we may not do on a regular basis. 
Personally, I enjoyed the nutrition the most. It was also interesting doing yoga, as it is not something that I do as often as I would like. I 
would definitely try yoga again in the near future, as I felt better and more relaxed after, which was the purpose. Overall I really en-
joyed the day, because it helped us learn to relax and try new things. ~ JH: Gr. 8 



Events Dates 

Arts Package March 6 

Mid –Winter Break Monday, March 13 - Friday, March 17 

Scientists in the School Tuesday, March 28 

Arts Package April 6 

Good Friday: No School Friday, April 14 

Easter Monday: No School Monday, April 17 

Performing Arts April 26 
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Students in Grades 5 to 12 at the York Region District School Board will be invited to participate in a survey 
between March 20 and April 28, 2017.  The survey is voluntary, anonymous and confidential, and will take 
place at school.   
 
The YRDSB survey fulfills the Ontario Ministry of Education’s requirement for schools to conduct student 
surveys and is aligned with the YRDSB’s Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement and Well-Being. 
Survey questions will address topics related to Math, Modern Learning, Mental Health and Well-Being, Equity 
and School Safety.  
 
This survey provides an opportunity to hear directly from students and the results will be used to identify 
student needs and plan strategies to support student achievement and well-being. If you have questions, 
please contact the school office. 
 
If you do not wish your child(ren) to participate in the survey, please contact the school by March 10, 2017. 

YRDSB School Climate Survey for Students 

Important Dates at a Glance 

Kindergarten registration for the 2016-17 school year began on January 20, 2017. Registration forms are availa-
ble on YRDSB’s website: http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/Kindergarten/Pages/default.aspx 

Children who turn four or five years old during 2015, live within the school boundary and whose parents are public 
school tax supporters will be eligible to register for kindergarten.  

  

Required Documents to Register:  

 Proof of child’s age: Birth Certificate/Passport 

 Any legal documents related to custody arrangements if applicable 

 Proof of Residency of the student - two documents, one from each of the categories below showing the home 
address; 

 Category A - notice of tax assessment, current rental/lease agreement, agreement to purchase including 
proof of purchase provided before the pupil attends the school, or property tax bill, and 

 Category B - utility bill, bank statement or other official document 

Kindergarten Registration 


